To all Devotees

Responsible Burning of Joss Paper and Incense Sticks/Candles

The Taoist Federation (Singapore), the Singapore Buddhist Federation and
Wat Ananda Metyarama would like to encourage all devotees to practise considerate joss paper
and incense sticks/candles burning and adopt safety measures while carrying out traditional rites.

In order to maintain a clean, pleasant and safe living environment for all, we would like to remind
all devotees of the following:

1) Please burn joss paper in proper burners or designated burners provided and in small
guantities to minimise smoke generation.

2) Please avoid open burning of joss paper and incense sticks/candles directly on the ground,
grass patches, walkway, vehicular driveway, near parked vehicles and building as these poses fire
hazards and damages ground surfaces which are common public property.

3) There is no need for the customary throwing of joss paper in the air to indicate “Prosperity”.
Please kindly burn these joss paper instead as they can be difficult to clean up.

4) Please do not leave food offerings on the ground after prayers, as they attract pests.

5) For everyone’s safety, please do not dispose of inflammable items such as lighters, matchsticks
and cigarette butts into the burner or leave the burner unattended while burning.

To maintain clean air, we encourage devotees to avoid open burning and reduce the amount of
joss paper and incense sticks/candles used.

The Religious Federations are working closely together with the relevant stakeholders (i.e. Town
Councils, MCST or Managing Agent and commercial building management) to ensure the
cleanliness of estates and deter indiscriminate burning of joss paper offerings at your respective
properties and surrounding common areas. We would like to appeal to all devotees to be
considerate and play your part in keeping your environment clean by practising responsible joss
paper and incense sticks/candles burning.

Should you have any feedback or enquiries on the provision of joss paper burners, please do not
hesitate to contact the respective stakeholders.

We thank you for your kind cooperation.

This e-advisory is jointly issued by the Religious Federations and the Alliance for Action (AfA) on
Norms for Joss Paper Burning.
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Taoist Federation (Singapore)
Contact details:

6242 2115
taoist21@singnet.com.sg
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Singapore Buddhist Federation
Contact details:

6744 4635
Buddhist@singnet.com.sg

Wat Ananda Metyarama

Contact details:

6276 9646
watanandametyarama@gmail.com
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